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heavenly country. He asked to be laid in a stable, that he might resemble
his new-born Saviour laid on straw; but was answered that his weakness
would not suffer it. He thanked God for the favour of suffering him to
die in the midst of the poor. All the 3ist day of December he continued
in a perfect tranquillity, with his eyes tenderly fixed on Jesus crucified,
who alone took up his thoughts. At evening, in a transport, he said to
his companion, "What a happiness! how contented I die! I see Jesus
and Mary, who come to conduct me to the mansions of bliss." A moment
after he joined his hands; then, lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said:
" Jesus, my Saviour, to thee I recommend, and into thy hands I commit,
my soul." With which words he calmly expired towards midnight, on
the last day of the year 1640, being forty-three years of age, whereof he
had lived twenty-six in the Society. Twenty-two curates, with incredible
crowds of people, assisted at his funeral. He was interred on the 2nd of
January, near the altar of La Louvese.

The universal grief for his loss was succeeded by the highest veneration;
and innumerable flocks of pilgrims visited his tomb: and a poor private
religious man, who only breathed abjection, who placed all his satisfaction
in being despised, and lay dead on the top of a frightful mountain, was
on a sudden crowned with glory, and his ashes on earth honoured by
continual miracles. La Louvese, then only a chapel of ease under the
curate of Veirines, is become the parish church and much enriched.
Twenty-two archbishops and bishops of Languedoc wrote to Pope
Clement XI in these words: " We are witnesses that before the tomb
of F. John Francis Regis, the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear,
the dumb speak; and the fame of these surprising wonders is spread
over all nations." Fourteen eye-witnesses attested upon oath the miraculous
and sudden recovery of Magdalen Arnauld, a nun at Puy, sick of a dropsy
and palsy, and in her agony, the physicians declaring that she could not
live half an hour, a relic of the servant of God was put into her hands,
and applying it to her stomach, she offered a fervent prayer to him, and
that moment she found herself perfectly cured and her monstrous swelling
dispersed* This happened in 1656. A burgher of Puy was healed of a
great rupture formed in three places; his cure was sudden and entire,
as physicians, surgeons, and many other witnesses attest. No less sudden
were the cures of two blind women; of a young man of the king's evil;
of many paralytic, crooked children; and others under all sorts of dis-
tempers, several of them being persons of rank and of different provinces;
and the facts being all attested by many witnesses and by the persons them-
selves. The holy see requires incontestable proofs of miracles to which it
gives a sanction; and so strict is this inquiry that F. Daubenton informs
us that an English Protestant gentleman, being at Rome, and seeing the
process of several miracles, said they were incontestable if the church of